SOUTHERN REGIONAL OFFICE

193 Business Park Drive, Suite E
Ridgeland, MS 38157-6026

.DUCKS UNLIMITED e

May 2, 2007

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
Attn: OLF SEIS Project Manager, Code EV21
6506 Hampton Blvd.

Norfolk, Virginia 23508-1278

Dear Project Manager:

Ducks Unlimited has reviewed the February 2007 Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (SEIS) for the Introduction of F/A-18 E/F (Super Hornet) Aircraft to the East Coast of
the United States (Construction and Operation of an Outlying Landing Field). As stated in our
previously submitted comments, Ducks Unlimited remains opposed with the selected location for
placement of an Outlying Landing Field (OLF) in eastern North Carolina. The Navy still
concludes that Site C in Washington County, North Carolina is the preferred location. We
strongly urge the Navy to reject the Washington County site and to reconsider locating the OLF
to an area that will have less impact on waterfowl and be less of a threat for bird-aircraft
collisions.

As identified in the SEIS, the Navy’s acquisition strategy is to acquire 30,000 acres, through fee-
purchase and/or restricted easement, around the 2,000-acre core area in “order to promote
compatible development and land use near the OLF.” This acreage would be managed in such a
way as to minimize attraction to large numbers of waterfowl. Such management would take
major acreage of foraging habitat from the coastal landscape at a time when state and federal
agencies and non-governmental organizations such as Ducks Unlimited are working diligently to
add to that foraging base. Foraging habitat expansion is an effort to meet current and future
needs of Atlantic Flyway populations of waterfowl and other wetland dependent birds consistent
with the goals and objectives of the North America Waterfowl Management Plan, the United
States Shorebird Conservation Plan, and the Southeast United States Waterbird Conservation
Plan. In addition, the Navy advocates lethal means to manage waterfowl, including the use of
poisons that are currently not legal to use on migratory waterfowl in the U.S.

The coastal counties of east-central and northeastern North Carolina constitute a core habitat for
wintering populations of migratory waterfowl of eastern North America. In this regard, this
region is second in importance only to the Chesapeake Bay region to the immediate North.
Nearly a million waterfowl (swans, geese, and ducks) winter in this region, with most arriving in
significant numbers in early November and remaining through mid-March. Non-migratory
Canada geese, and resident wood ducks and black ducks use the region year-round. Natural
lakes and managed wetland habitats, coupled with winter grain and fallow agricultural fields
(many shallowly flooded for the benefit of waterfowl) provide a high percentage of foraging and
resting habitat used by these birds.
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